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Advisory Committee  
for the CREST project: 

 
 “The Impact of Tourism Related Development along Costa Rica’s Pacific Coast” 

The Advisory Committee has provided expertise and insights to help guide the project’s scope, content, 
and methodology. It is reviewing the findings and helping to put together the conclusions and 
recommendations.  

Tamara Budowski is co-founder of Horizontes Nature Tours.  

Carlos Manuel Echeverria is Advisor to the Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of 
American States (OAS), in Washington, DC. A former Costa Rican Vice Minister of National 
Planning. He participates at a personal level. 

Allan Flores Moya is Minister of Tourism (since 2009) and former Director, ICT (2006-2010); 
Former Vice Minister of MINAE.  

Gina Guillen is a top advisor in the Ministry of Tourism (ICT) in charge of sustainability (2006-2010). 

Glenn Jampol is President of CANAECO (National Ecotourism Association) and owner of Finca 
Rosa Blanca Country Inn in Heredia and Arenas del Mar Resort in Manuel Antonio.  

Daniel Janzen, Ph.D. is Technical Advisor, Guanacaste Conservation Area and Professor of 
Biology, University of Pennsylvania. 

Alex Khajavi is President, Nature Air Airlines. 

Pedro León, Ph.D., was named by President Arias as Coordinator of the Peace with Nature 
Initiative (2007-2010). He is also Director of CeNAT (National Center for High Technology) and a 
Professor of molecular biology and human genetics at the University of Costa Rica. 

Miriam Miranda, Ph. D. is a professor with the International Center of Political Economy Economic 
Policy for Sustainable Development (CIPE) at the National University of Costa Rica and the 
Coordinator of the IDB’s Catastro Project.  

Margarita Penón is the former First Lady of Costa Rica (1986-1990) and a former member of 
Parliament with the Citizen Action Party (PAC).   

Jorge Rodríguez is the current Minister (since 2009) and former Vice Minister of MINAET (Ministry 
of Environment, Energy, and Telecommunications) (2006-2010).  

Alvaro Umaña, Ph.D. is International staff (based in Washington, DC) and Sr. Research Fellow with 
CATIE (Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Center), Turrialba, Costa Rica. Former 
Minister of Energy and Environment (1986 – 1990).   
 


