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Cruise tourism economics in Cruise tourism economics in 
Belize: ApproachBelize: Approach
•• Cruise tourism by the numbers: primary & Cruise tourism by the numbers: primary & 

published data, informed by local experiencepublished data, informed by local experience
•• General overview of tourism in the Belizean General overview of tourism in the Belizean 

economyeconomy
•• Profile of BelizeProfile of Belize’’s cruise touristss cruise tourists
•• Expenditure & activity patterns of cruisersExpenditure & activity patterns of cruisers
•• Cruise tourists sensitivity to changes in travel Cruise tourists sensitivity to changes in travel 

costs & environmental qualitycosts & environmental quality



Cruise tourism in BelizeCruise tourism in Belize

Table 1.1: Stay-over and Cruise Ship Arrivals to Belize, 1998 – 2005



Tourist expendituresTourist expenditures



Cruise tourism in Belize, 2005: Cruise tourism in Belize, 2005: 
Industry concentration & growthIndustry concentration & growth



Cruise tourism in Belize: Cruise tourism in Belize: 
SeasonalitySeasonality



Belize tourism: Increased traffic Belize tourism: Increased traffic 
at primary attractionsat primary attractions

Table 4: Visitation to primary attractions in Belize, 1998-2003 
Attraction 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 
Parks & reserves managed by 
Belize Audubon Society 

22,536 22,112 29,717 27,577 28,920 28,670 

Hol Chan Marine Reserve 40,048 37,059 36,887 38,687 55,701 74,375 
Total Parks/Reserves 62,584 59,171 66,604 66,264 84,621 103,045 
Mayan sites 82,529 85,093 95,790 99,755 162,584 269,196 
Overall total 145,113 144,264 162,394 166,019 247,205 372,241 
Source: Belize Tourism Board, Tourism and Travel Statistics, 2004. 
 



Belize cruise passenger surveyBelize cruise passenger survey

•• 1010--15 minute, written, in person survey.15 minute, written, in person survey.
•• Demographics, trip characteristics, expenditure Demographics, trip characteristics, expenditure 

patterns, tour purchases.patterns, tour purchases.
•• Conducted at FSTV & on tour busses (return Conducted at FSTV & on tour busses (return 

trip).trip).
•• JulyJuly--August 2005August 2005
•• 609 useable of 623 completed surveys609 useable of 623 completed surveys
•• Refusals do not appear to have biased results.Refusals do not appear to have biased results.
•• Over sampling of Carnival passengers probably Over sampling of Carnival passengers probably 

did not bias sample.did not bias sample.



Cruise tourists in Belize: ProfileCruise tourists in Belize: Profile



Belizean & cruise travel Belizean & cruise travel 
experienceexperience



Cruise tourist activities in BelizeCruise tourist activities in Belize



BelizeBelize’’s attractiveness to cruise s attractiveness to cruise 
touriststourists



Cruise touristsCruise tourists’’ enjoyment of enjoyment of 
BelizeBelize



Belize cruise tourist Belize cruise tourist 
expenditures: On board expenditures: On board 



Cruise tourist expenditures in BelizeCruise tourist expenditures in Belize





Cruise touristsCruise tourists’’ spending in spending in 
BelizeBelize
•• ~$13.6 million off board non tour ~$13.6 million off board non tour 

expendituresexpenditures
•• ~$21.3 million local share on board and ~$21.3 million local share on board and 

off board tour expendituresoff board tour expenditures
•• ~$34.9 million ($44 per passenger) direct ~$34.9 million ($44 per passenger) direct 

local expenditure in 2005.local expenditure in 2005.
•• ~$48.9 million in direct, indirect & induced ~$48.9 million in direct, indirect & induced 

economic impact in Belize in 2005.economic impact in Belize in 2005.



Cruise touristsCruise tourists’’ sensitivity to sensitivity to 
changes in travel costs or changes in travel costs or 
environmental qualityenvironmental quality
•• What is the maximum increase in travel What is the maximum increase in travel 

costs youcosts you’’d pay andd pay and……
……still take this cruise vacation?still take this cruise vacation?
……and still choose to disembark in this port?and still choose to disembark in this port?

•• What would you be willing to pay for What would you be willing to pay for 
protection of Belizean culture and nature?protection of Belizean culture and nature?
……how would you divide it between the two?how would you divide it between the two?



WTP to cruise, disembark & WTP to cruise, disembark & 
conserve Belizeconserve Belize



What does this mean?What does this mean?

•• ~$17~$17--34 million in uncompensated consumer 34 million in uncompensated consumer 
surplus.surplus.

•• WTP $25WTP $25--43 per person per trip to protect 43 per person per trip to protect 
natural and cultural environment of Belizenatural and cultural environment of Belize
–– $24.13 for nature; $18.79 for culture$24.13 for nature; $18.79 for culture
–– 90% of total WTP to disembark90% of total WTP to disembark
–– ~$29.2 million ($16.4 nature; $12.8 culture) in 2005 ~$29.2 million ($16.4 nature; $12.8 culture) in 2005 

for preservation in Belize for preservation in Belize 

•• Current head tax is $7.00. Regional average is Current head tax is $7.00. Regional average is 
$8.66. Each $1 is ~$800 thousand, but not all $8.66. Each $1 is ~$800 thousand, but not all 
goes to Belize under current arrangements.goes to Belize under current arrangements.
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