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| ”L C ,fecent growth of cruise tourism

.:,._J_E.gs_tes't growing in Caribbean

-+ 2005 — 2007: significant drop

e Government facing choices in balancing 2 sectors
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Tourism Village
Belize City
Some sites & roads

Some new attractions
> water park, Old Belize Museum
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>IN EVIdENCE: Cr Jise passengers convert to Stayover
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> Only 1/ "t‘ourlsm jobs (Min. of Tourism Espat, 2004)
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to small operators
trated with few businesses

{mpact on visitor sites
> » Concerns re numbers of arrivals/day, group size, & site capacity
; ~ »~ Same peak season for cruise & stayover v

» No monitoring :
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gD 2003 National Cruise Tourism Policies
1t in rMe ion
& ctive J,r dustry & NGO involvement
B1S 4; ible framework & limits
JJ& 3cllin 2003

__% _,rgval numbers raised from 3000 to 8000/day
5 Called for consultative multi-stakeholder forum
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i 0(Y4 Carnival Cruise Pier Controversy
— -_-? Lack of transparency & conformity with National Cruise Policy
=~ Expansion of ship and passenger capacity

= » Through public pressure, some revisions
> Today: new expansions underway

o Issues not fully covered in policies
~ Level and use of head tax
» Commissions paid to cruise lines
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Vertical & furruﬂca integration......
Solmedga-lines: Carmival, RoyalfCariblean & Norwegian
P P]r]\/ ¢| stmatlons off agalnst one another
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SEuY] rLéJHM‘J‘ spendlng on board
{ﬁ* gl more goods & services on ship
itrol hours off ship
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aX|m|ze gains from Belize

—"-’é— ~~ Privatized facilities: Tourism Village & Carnlval Pier
—— > Cut head tax: US $7

2 - o |ower than regional average ($8.66 in Caribbean)
o US $4 to Tourism Village; US $3 to government
o Carnival requesting same for new pier

» Commissions: 100% on tours
by “preferred” operators
» US $46/passenger to local economy
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Cruise Sector

Stayover Sector

Arrivals (2005)

Market growth (CTO)

Taxes (BTB)

| Passenger spending/day

800,331
3.4 times more

14 fold increase 2000-2005
Fastest in region

US $7/passenger head tax

US $44/day

236,573

Growth rate: 4% - 8% /year
Relatively slow for Cen. Am.

US $36.25 airport exit tax;
9% hotel tax

US $96/day
2 times qgreater

Passenger spending/visit

US $44/visit (average 8 hours)

US $653/visit (average 6.8 days)
14 times greater

8 Total passenger spending in
local economy (BTB)

% of Total Tourism
Expenditures (BTB)

US $30.6 million

17.5%

US $144 million
4.7 times greater

82.5%
4.7 times greater
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brer J e en multi-stakeholder Input
_ﬂate with other Central American countries
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= Increase head tax
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= ;5:": ~ Review with local industry of commissions paid & selection
JL ~ process for “preferred” tour operators & vendors
» Create a community development fund

(Travelers Philanthropy)
o Be prepared to “walk away”
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for public eneflt
R EIINICE é\ndence sfows benefits don't justify

currer liate of public funding to cruise industry
la;re: ax shouldi not be used to support private

- Tol Ut |sm Vlllage or new Carnival pier

o I—_ﬁ, mlne potential to renegotiate terms of contracts

L

" _—# = - Future investments should put head tax solely toward
__.-na ~  public projects

— 'f:—.:_ - o Parks & sites, roads & other infrastructure
—_ e« Monitoring reef & other protected areas
e Research

s assess job creation, conversion, impact on stayovers g i

RnRVvest 1 LJ;r IC fundas
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J]'Uqr' egative environmental anc
gl impacts and damage to

JJ;p Iitourism assets.

J_ iorce realistic limits

= Prol ohibit tourism to pristine and valuable eco-
—— :systéms and cultural sites

_T-;-:&:"f:% ‘Undertake long term impact studies on most critical
-~ sites to determine carrying capacity

-~ Prohibit off-loading waste until it can be
handled properly A
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Cerna; onal reputation
2 SEL *z ate cruise and stayover visitors
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~  ~ Handicrafts and souvenirs
- > Local cuisine
> New products
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DatdSiare! r;__ dlii SUayOVEr OfTiErS greater ECONOMIC return
enalishter environmentall & sociall footprint

> Crljse r) e;x tles relatively: little in tourism expenditures

BEIZE C Ly Vicinity: offers greatest potential for benefits & least
PO 53}, il for damage
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5 m Lﬂght for reassessment
Eea—— ::Declme In cruise tourism offers opportunity &
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= |mperat|ve
“"""—'=~§- Broad concerns re cruise tourism
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—— » Within Belize
S S > Within countries in region
» Within other destinations (Alaska)
» Within development and lending agencies

L

» Opportunity for new national & common regional policies
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| Martha Honey, Ph.D.
_ Director/Washington DC,
SEEnteron Ecotourism and Sustainable Development
~ 1333 H Street NW, Suite 300
= Washington, DC 20005
: WWW.ecotourismcesd.org

martha@ecotourism.org



http://www.ecotourismcesd.org/
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= Oiwde data/analysis for new ==
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— “‘"Natlonal Strategic Plan
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-~ » examine concerns raised in publlc forums
— help develop common regional policies
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