Specific goals of our study:

Help Belize assess economic, social, and
environmental impact of cruise tourism;

Compare tourist expenditures between
cruise and stay-over tourism;

Provide data on local perceptions of cruise
tourism (what people think about it);

Provide policy suggestions as BTB enters
planning stages of new “tourism master
plan.”



— Cruise passenger
survey :

* Big sample (over 600)
* “Travel cost method”

 Emphasis on
expenditures

— Stakeholder
Interviews
« Small samples (100)
« Ethnographic method

 Emphasis on
perceptions of cruise
impact
— Policy analysis
 History & documents




Surveys and Interviews

* A and B Survey Forms
- passengers and crew members

e CtoJ Interview Forms

- hotels, businesses, NGQO'’s, government
officials, port officials, park officials,
farmers, fishermen,

From: Gale Malic and Carolie Verde



Division of Labor

« Each team member was responsible for
the direction and compiling of data from
two questionnaires

* Interviews were conducted in pairs to
share the experience and enhance the

credibility of the work

» Also, for backup on data collection and
safety

From: Gale Malic and Carolie Verde



Selection of Participants

Belize City — to administer government, hotel, port
authority, NGO and cruise-affiliated business owner
surveys.

The capital city, Belmopan - to administer government
and park official interviews.

San Pedro —to administer hotel, tour operator, dive
operator and park official interviews

San Ignacio - to administer hotel interviews as well as
tour operator and tour guide interviews

Caye Caulker —to administer fishermen, dive tour
operator and hotel interviews

Sarteneja — to administer interviews of fishermen and
farmers

_Place_ncia — to administer fishermen and hotel
Interviews.
From: Gale Malic and Carolie Verde



Limitations of this study:

Short-term assessment: focus on daily
expenditures, local perceptions

Not possible to measure or monitor natural and
cultural impacts

Difficulties in sampling: no crew visits! Also
nard to work dockside, so wound up surveying
argely on tour busses

_ittle data on tourists who stay in town

For comparison with stay-overs, used BTB
airport survey which is not perfectly
commensurate




Limitations, cont.

« Study was conducted in summer months
(low season), with a couple of possible
consequences:

* Over-sampling of Carnival line
passengers;

* Possibly lower expenditure figures than
high season;

* \We do recommend a high season
repeat...



Limitations, cont.

S0, we offer an objective, scientific evaluation, with
transparent and replicable methods;

But the questions we ask & comparisons we make
show initial skepticism about cruises;
(What do you expect from

?)
Our starting hypothesis was that cruise tourism as
currently practiced (2005) in Belize is not sustainable;

But threatens to damage cultural and natural
resources, as well as the country’s tourism
reputation.



In the end, as you will hear, It
back to a question of balance

Cruise tourism is neither a
panacea (a “Carnival
Miracle ” from ship’s name)

...nor a complete over-
blown fiasco for the
country.




The question is: can cruise tourism
steer a sustainable course...?

and find an
appropriate niche
and scale,

while allowing continued
growth of high-quality
ecotourism in the
country?



We look
forward to
your
guestions
and
comments!
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