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Project Fact Sheet:
Travelers’ Philanthropy — Past, Present & Future

Past ...

All over the world, travelers and travel companies are giving financial resources, time, and talent to
further the wellbeing of local communities. This emerging movement is helping to support and
empower local and indigenous communities by providing jobs, skills, and lasting improvements in
health care, education, and environmental stewardship. The Travelers’ Philanthropy program of
the Center for Responsible Travel (CREST) was created to provide a portal for travelers and travel
companies to make a difference at their
destinations, a quick and easy place to learn about
the movement and a place to donate to specific
development projects in the host communities they
visit or in the geographical areas where they
operate.

The Travelers’ Phil ant hesess
operating since the fif |
Philanthropy conference, held by CREST in 2004
at Stanford University in California. The program
was taken over by CREST from its founder BEST
(Business Enterprises for Sustainable Travel) in
2003 to have the appearance and functionality it
has now.
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The website travelersphilanthropy.org is the specific tool in CRES T’ s prog
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travelers to “give back” to the people a
“giving back” by working with established
causes, tax-deductible status for donations, )
oversight, progress up """"" g’
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network for those companies that wish to
participate.

In 2008, CREST brought together over 250
people for the 2™ I nternationa
Philanthropy Conference in Arusha in Tanzania Q‘
and also commissioned the first ever "
documentary on travel philanthropy. Both these
events highlighted the organization as the leader
in networking for and education on the movement
of travelers’ philanthr



http://www.travelersphilanthropy.org/

Present ...

In 2009 and 2010, CREST has continued to educate travelers by providing information on the
Travel ers’ Phil anthropy website through the Travel el

The Travelers’ Philanthropy Toolkit contains three main components in order to help companies,
communities, governments, aid agencies and travelers to initiate or support travel-related
philanthropy. The toolkit contains:

0 Experts Bureau of staff and consultants who work with companies and communities
to develop travelers’ philanthropy programs.

o Documentary “Giving Time, Talent, and Treasure.” A version with Spanish
subtitles is being produced in 2010. Both can be ordered from CREST.

o Travelers’ Philanthropy Handbook cont ai ni ng definition and h
philanthropy, dos and don’tadopfagishagt aocduw
travel companies on how to start a travel er s
from experts in the field of philanthropy, and more. The handbook will be released in
November 2010 at the World Travel Mart in London.

o0 The Handbook will go along with training courses to individual companies operating
in overseas tourism destinations. Together with Basecamp Explorer, CREST is
of fering to use its staff and Experts Bureau
philanthropy in various parts of the world.

During 2010, CREST is beginning to pilot two destination-wide travelers’ philanthropy programs
in Costa Rica. In both Monteverde and the Osa Peninsula, CREST is working with local tourism
businesses to set up a program that will raise funds for a common list of projects selected by the
host community.

CREST is also expanding and upgrading the website, travelersphilanthropy.org and moving into
the next phase of development of the program to reach as many travelers, companies, and
development projects as possible. It plans to streamline both the giving and networking process.
These i mprovements to the program and website wildl |

program,but t he movement of travelers phil anthropy as

CREST has two major goals for the site:

1 Establish an interactive component (directory/network) of the Travelers' Philanthropy website
that will connect tour providers, non-profits and travelers with philanthropic projects all over
the world.

1 Split the website to focus on the one hand on travelers who want to donate to specific
community projects, and on the other hand on companies that want to learn about or join
CREST’s Travel emeswork. Phi |l ant hropy

Future ...

In July 2011, CREST, together with the Monteverde Institute, plans to host the 3rd International
Conference on Travelers' Philanthropy in San Jose and Monteverde, Costa Rica. Details
available at: http://www.travelersphilanthropy.org/conference/.
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